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Dear First Presbyterian Academy Family,

The 2021-2022 school year is complete and the Lord has richly blessed us as we have sojourned 
through three pandemic years with good health, a vigilant nursing staff, a phenomenal faculty 
and staff, a wonderful student body, and supportive families.  Daily the Lord has guided us as we 
have toiled in His vineyard.  I pray that this “State of the School” message will give you a vision of 
the work that we have accomplished over these three years.

In Christ,

Tom Roe

Head of School

First Presbyterian Academy 

History of the School
In February of 2019, First Presbyterian Academy and Shannon 
Forest Christian School joined forces to create First Presbyterian 
Academy (FPA) with the main campus on Garlington Road and a 
satellite campus in Downtown Greenville.  This joining of forces 
created an institution that ranges from K2 to 12th Grade.  Several 
students have matriculated from the preschool through to 
graduation.  

Why were the two schools joined together to create a new school?

• God’s providence was at work.  Both schools have strong 
reputations in the Upstate for providing a quality Christian 
education.  Each school has unique aspects that, when 
combined together, enhanced their effectiveness and outreach.  
The combination of the two schools into one makes both 
schools better by capitalizing on each other’s strengths.

• FPA’s Preschool has had a strong following for 70 years.  Over the past decade, an 
Elementary School and Middle School were added.  Other areas of positive note are an 
ever-increasing academic rigor, a Christ centered focus, excellent curriculum, and close ties 
to First Presbyterian Church.  The Board of Trustees incorporated in 2018.    

• Shannon Forest also has a strong heritage and celebrated its 50th Anniversary in 2018.  
The school enjoys green space with 13+ acres of sports fields and play areas.  The three 
buildings on the property are the High School, Middle School, and Gymnasium/Cafeteria.  
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The Preschool and Lower School are in two buildings with playgrounds leased from Eastside 
Presbyterian Church.  Significantly, Shannon Forest has received accreditation from Cognia.  
The school is well-known for a sense of community and discipleship.  Having separated 
from Eastside Presbyterian Church about 8 years ago, Shannon Forest desires the anchor 
of a strong church, which brings the spiritual oversight and accountability of a Session.  As a 
result, the Board of Trustees sought a renewed stability in its leadership.

• Both schools have a combined 120 years providing a rigorous Christian education.

As soon as the two schools came together, COVID hit the United States, and for 3 months the 
school was in quarantine.  The teachers valiantly provided an excellent online experience for 
their students and forward learning continued.  Starting in the fall, we were face-to-face when 
other institutions remained in quarantine.  Our students flourished in the face of the pandemic 
with the Lord’s hedge of protection and merciful hand for everyone concerned.

Current Enrollment

As we start looking at our future, we want to share the accomplishments of the past three years.

Physical Campus
Under the superb leadership of our Facility Manager, Brad Edens, deferred maintenance issues 
were dealt with in a methodical manner.  The issues listed below required immediate attention.  
The following maintenance projects were completed:

• Roofing for the 100 Building was replaced.

• Roofing for the 200 Building was replaced.

• AC and heating units in the 100 and 200 Buildings were replaced.

• Flooding in the 200 Building resulted in the need for new walls, flooring, paint, and electrical 
repairs.

• In the 100 Building, new flooring, paint, and electrical repairs had to be addressed.

• The Upper School Crusader Café was refurbished with round tables and chairs replacing old 
and damaged lunchroom tables.
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• The floor in the Upper School Gymnasium was refurbished.

• Doors into the Gymnasium were wrapped with the athletic logo.

• Workout spaces were refurbished.

• Flooding in and around the Gymnasium was addressed.

• The hot water heater in the Gymnasium was repaired.

• Cabinetry in the 300 Building was replaced.

• AC and heating units in the 300 Building were replaced.

• Refrigeration units in the Crusader Café were replaced.

• A new ice maker was installed in the 300 Building.

• Water issues required new drainage and a long-term solution to the water build up outside 
the north entrance to the 200 Building.

• Outdoor seating for the Upper School repaired and painted.

• Preschool playground equipment was repaired and replaced.

• New mulch for both Lower School playgrounds was spread to keep students safe.

• Repairs were made to the elevator in the 300 Building.

• Heating in the Eastside Presbyterian Gymnasium had to be replaced.

• An upgrade to the fire alarm system in the 100 Building, 200 Building and Gymnasium has 
been completed.

This list is not all inclusive, but it includes the major accomplishments completed to improve the 
facilities.

Fundraising
Under the direction of Diana Van Houten, fund raising events 
included:

• Participation in the national Giving Tuesday campaign

• A student led Call-A-Thon

• A Lower School Boosterthon Fun Run

• End-Of-Year Giving

Total donations for the past two years totaled $266,600.00.  These funds were 
used to purchase the following:

• Phase One of the Paving Project (the back-parking lot on the Upper School 
side)

• Phase Two of the Paving Project (the front parking lot on the Upper School side)
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• 23 Epson Interactive Projectors for the Lower School and Upper 
School

• 17 Dell Laptops

• White boards for the Lower and Upper Schools

Technology Upgrades
• Two new servers

• New wiring within the 100 Building, 200 Building, and the Gymnasium.

• Rerouting of the Internet wiring from the Lower School Campus to the Upper School 
Campus.

Accreditation Overview
In 2021, FPA went through the accreditation process with COGNIA.  COGNIA is a non-profit, non-
governmental organization that accredits primary and secondary schools throughout the United 
States and internationally. Coming to the point of accreditation, the school has worked for five 
years to meet the necessary standards created by COGNIA to consider itself a viable educational 
organization.  The process is a team effort in the true sense of the word.

FPA Commendations Included:
1 - A strong, positive sense of pride, community support, and pursuit of excellence

2 - A well-respected Head of School and Administrative Team

3 - Clear and consistent communication practices across the board (in-house communication, 
eBlasts, emails, updated website and social media accounts, and teacher-to-parent 
communication) which gives the community a sense that they are cared for.

The Engagement Team spoke highly of our faculty and students that they interviewed. One team 
member said the 11 students were excellent ambassadors for our school. 

FPA Areas for Improvement Included:
1 - A limited use of data to identify and inform decision-making

2 - A lack of formalized structures to monitor and ensure high quality instruction and operational 
processes

The school received a superior rating overall.

Currently, we are working on the two areas of improvement listed above.  We are also 
addressing the new standards set by COGNIA as we prepare for the next accreditation period.  
The accreditation cycle is a five-year cycle.

Athletic Program
Our annual Athletic Program competes in three seasons: fall, winter and spring.  Over the past 
three years, our Crusader athletes have distinguished themselves in numerous arenas.  
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The following represents a few of their numerous accomplishments:

2019-2020
• Middle School Girls’ Volleyball team finished the season 14-3 and took 2nd place in the 

Carolina Middle School Conference (CMSC) tournament.  The team earned the distinction of 
having the best season in the history of the Middle School Program.  

• Varsity Women’s Volleyball reached the final four in the SCISA 
State tournament for the 4th consecutive season

2020-2021
• The Varsity Women’s Volleyball team made it to the final four in 

the SCISA State Tournament

• The Varsity Men’s Basketball team made it to the SCISA State 
Tournament

• The Varsity Women’s Basketball made it to the SCISA State 
Tournament

• The Girls’ Track team won All Region.  The team won 2 Relay 
State Championships and 2 Individual State Champions

• Varsity Golf made it into the state tournament

2021-2022
• The Varsity Women’s Volleyball Team qualified for the State Tournament, and made the 

Elite 8

• The Varsity Women’s Basketball Team made it to the State Tournament.

• The Varsity Men’s Basketball team made it to the final four in the SCISA State Championship

• The Girls’ Track and Field Team made it to the State competition, and finished in 3rd Place

• The Boys’ Track and Field Team won the State Championship 
by 50 points.

• Varsity Cross County participant Cara Grace Phillips was 
named the Girls’ Individual State Champion

• The Junior Crusaders won the CMSC Championship

Fine Arts
Our Fine Arts Program offers various levels of classes and performing groups in choral music, 
bucket drumming, drama and visual arts.

Music
• Students in 4th - 8th Grade enjoyed a new ukulele program

• The Concert Choir and select 4th - 8th Grade students performed the musical, An 
Unexpected Christmas
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• The Concert Choir was featured in a story on Fox Carolina as they prepared for their trip to 
perform at Carnegie Hall 

• Select members of the Concert Choir performed in the world-
renowned music venue, Carnegie Hall.   The group was invited 
to perform after receiving Gold Medals at Worldstrides OnStage 
Festivals in Nashville, New York City, and Myrtle Beach. 

• The Concert Choir and Chamber Choir competed at the Music 
in the Parks festival in Atlanta, Georgia. The Concert Choir earned 
a Superior rating and took 1st place in the 1A Women’s Choir 

Division. The Chamber Choir also earned a Superior rating and 1st Place in the 1A Jazz Choir 
Division. The Chamber Choir also earned the distinction of 1st Place Overall.

• The spring Concert, Hope in the Darkness, included performances by the 4th and 5th 
Grades, Middle School Choir, Concert Choir, Chamber Choir, and guest violinist William 
Railey (Fine Arts Center, Greenville).

Drama
The FPA Drama Program allows students to experience the total drama process, and each year 
concludes with performances.  The productions over the past three years include the following:

• Murders in the Heir

• The Murder Mystery at the Murder Mystery

• They Eat Sunshine, Not Zebras

• Fight Over Fuchsia

• Lies

• The Trouble in Tumbleweed was canceled due to the pandemic quarantine.

Art
The goal of the Visual Arts Program at FPA is to develop the technical skills of 
each student and to empower them with the knowledge to understand the 
visual elements of art. Through the development of these skills, students are 
able to gain confidence in communicating concepts and experiences across all 
media.

The Visual Arts division presented the following:

• Upper and Lower School Art Shows

• A Downtown Preschool Art Show

• Upper School Gingerbread House competition

The revitalized Art Department has caused a great interest by students in 
Visual Arts resulting in a waitlist for Upper School classes.
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Graduation Stats

Every year we celebrate the various accomplishments of our FPA graduates.  As we look at the 
graduation stats in terms of college acceptance, the following is typical of every graduating class 
in the past three years:
Percentage of students accepted in Class of 2020: 

• 100%
Number of students who attended an in-state school: 23
Number of students who attended an out-of-state school: 5 
 
Percentage of students accepted in Class of 2021:

• 100%
Number of students who attended an in state school: 18
Number of students who attended an out-of-state school: 3
 

Percentage of students 
accepted in Class of 
2022:

• 100%

Number of students 
who are attending an 
in-state school: 19

Number of students 
who attending an out-
of-state school: 2
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Various Other Schools Graduates Attend Or Are Attending From The Past 3 Years
• University of Georgia

• Appalachian State University

• John Brown University

• Virginia Tech

• University of Alabama

• Auburn University

• Samford University

• Presbyterian College

• Lander University

• Winthrop University

• Wofford College

• Furman University

General Acceptance Rates for Various Schools 
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Over the Years
Our students have participated in numerous local and state sponsored events over the years.  
Due to restraints from COVID, the activities were suspended or were altered to meet safety 
protocols.

• South Carolina Youth in Government

• Model UN United 

• Duke TIP Program

• IMPACT Service Days

• Upper/Lower School CONNECT Program

• 6th Grade Bridges with Gardens at Eastside

• Toys for Tots Collection

• Numerous Music Competitions

Christian Life
“Show me Your ways, O Lord; teach me Your paths. Guide me in Your truth and faithfulness 
and teach me, for You are the God of my salvation; for You [You only and altogether] do I wait 
[expectantly] all the day long (Psalms 25:4). What a powerful verse as we walk the Christian path 
daily.  

The Christian life is a pilgrimage with its many twists, turns, dips, and mountains.  As we daily 
tread down the path that the Lord has directed us to follow, we gain wisdom and insight from 
His word.  At FPA, chapel, Discovery small groups, and Bible classes are an integral part of 
our campus culture and our mission as a Christian School.  A Christian worldview is threaded 
throughout every class and moment of the day.  

As an integral part of our ministry, we invite speakers to address the student body.  During the 
2021-2022 school year, ministers from First Presbyterian Church have volunteered their time 
during weekly chapel programs.  

• Rev. Charlie Buchanan

• Rev. Stan Johnson

• Dr. Claire Ripley

• Dr. Brian Stewart

Discovery small groups in the Middle and High School continue to be a main stay for our 
students.  Our dedicated faculty lead the students in focused Bible studies and discussion.  
Impromptu Bible studies occur during lunch and morning break.

Kindergarten - 5th Grade students attend weekly chapel services with age-appropriate songs 
and messages based on the Scriptures.  Little ones in K3 - K6 also attend weekly chapel services 
where stories from the Bible are shared and fun worship songs help to bring the message to life.
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Windy Gap
Students in 7th - 12th Grade take an annual trip to the beautiful North 
Carolina mountains to bond and worship together at the much-loved 
Windy Gap Spiritual Retreat.

At the end of every year, we stop and reflect on our progress, and as a 
next step, we set goals for the coming year.  With this process comes 
a great deal of prayer in terms of wisdom and insight from the Lord.  
This summer, we hope you will take time to rest and rejuvenate for the 

coming year.  As we look to the future, we will incorporate practices that have held us in good 
stead.  Also, we are planning for school events that allow our families to gather and fellowship.  
We covet your prayers as we prepare for the 2022-2023 school year.

First Presbyterian Academy Downtown Campus Celebrates 
Its 70th Birthday
As we look at the wonders the Lord has worked in First Presbyterian Academy, one has to 
think about the “Parable of the Mustard Seed” in Matthew 13: 31-32.  It is the smallest of seeds, 
but it produces very large plants and trees. The session of First Presbyterian Church formed a 
committee in 1952 to determine the feasibility of starting a preschool in the heart of Greenville.  

This committee (Mr. Raymond Loper - Chairman, Mr. Wyatt Aiken, 
and Mr. C. Q. Mason) set forth a vision for a school that would extend 
through High School.  Little did they know that the tiniest of seeds 
planted in 1952 has grown into a large tree called First Presbyterian 
Academy.  This mission of the church started with twelve Preschool-age 
children under the direction of Mrs. Lucius (Margaret) Delk and Mrs. 
Genie Dillard.  As it started to grow, Mrs. Delk and Mrs. Dillard were 
joined by Mrs. Susan Webster Bryan.  

In the first year of operation, the Preschool occupied a corner of the 
Sunday School classes in the “Red Brick Building.”  Mrs. Dillard asked 
the session for money to pay for her gas, because she wanted to drive 
around Greenville to pick up the children who were attending the 
preschool.  The session extended her the funding, and she drove her 
car around collecting the students.  What fortitude and gumption!

Little did this group of faithful servants of the Lord know that today the 
vision has grown into a Downtown Campus (Preschool starting at K2 
through K6) and a Garlington Road Campus (Preschool starting at K3 
through 12th Grade).  The fledgling class of twelve with one teacher/
director has grown into a population of nearly 600 students and 100 
faculty and staff members. 

As a mission effort, the Preschool served and continues to serve the 
membership of First Presbyterian Church.  The candles on this 70th birthday cake forms a torch 
of light that shines across and beyond Greenville County.  “This little light of mine I’m going to 
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let it shine.”  Happy 70th Birthday First Presbyterian Preschool!  Soon, we will be celebrating the 
55th Birthday of First Presbyterian Academy on Garlington Road!  Together, the FPA community 
will celebrate a total of 125 years of serving the Lord.

The Preschool Director Honor Roll
• Mrs. Margaret Delk and Mrs. Eugenia Dillard

• Mrs. Sue Bryan

• Mrs. Patty Jones

• Mrs. Margaret Hughes

• Mrs. Agnes Williams

• Mrs. Julianne Taylor

• Mrs. Marty Garrison

• Mrs. Sharon Smith

• Mrs. Vicky Burr

We would also like to honor the teachers who toiled in the vineyard along with the directors.  
Thank you for your service to the Lord.

Quotes from parents:
“It is imperative that we, as parents and educators, provide grounded, Biblically based education 
to give our children the necessary tools to survive in today’s society.”  – Middle School Parent

“First Presbyterian Academy has the role of partnering with parents to equip, facilitate, and 
encourage our children in fulfilling their potential.”  – Preschool Parent

“The strength and knowledge of Jesus Christ can help prepare children for the challenges and 
peer pressures that they will face in upper grades.”  – First Grade Parent

“This small, nurturing environment provides the one-on-one attention each child of Christ 
deserves and needs to develop the strengths and talents he has been given so that he may 
apply his talents for the glory of God’s Kingdom.”  – Kindergarten Grandparent

“This Christian Education is necessary to teach students to think and act Biblically in all matters 
of life; to integrate faith and knowledge by the authority and wisdom of God’s word; to prepare 
students for a lifetime of devotion to Christ.”  – 5th Grade Grandparent

New “DIGS” for the Downtown Campus
For the past two years, the population of the Downtown Campus 
has felt like a band of nomads.  The classrooms were tucked in 
every possible space that could be found in the “Red Brick Building.”  
We were very thankful for the refuge offered to us, but a new day 
was coming, and we could hardly wait.

The new children’s wing at First Presbyterian Church has finally 
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been completed.  January of 2022 marked the opening of the new 
wing and teachers moved their classrooms.  The new space includes 
“The Meadows” (Multi-Purpose Room), “The Grove” (Music Room), 
“The WOW Room” (A Gathering Space), and beautifully appointed 
classrooms, and two playground spaces. 

Parents were able to see the new space at the K2 - K6 Little Masters 
Art Show which highlighted the works of every child. Those in 
attendance felt like they had entered an art museum!  

The children were so very proud of their efforts, and the parents 
enjoyed the fellowship.  Our teachers felt as if they were finally 
home.  We ask the Lord’s blessing on this new facility as the school 
moves forward. 


